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Bloom by Kenneth Oppel (HarperCollins)
The invasion begins—but not as you’d expect. It begins with rain. Rain that carries seeds. Seeds 
that sprout—overnight, everywhere. These new plants take over crop fields, twine up houses, and 
burrow below streets. They bloom—and release toxic pollens. They bloom—and form Venus flytrap-
like pods that swallow animals and people. They bloom—everywhere, unstoppable. Or are they? 
Three kids on a remote island seem immune to the toxic plants. Anaya, Petra, Seth. They each have 
strange allergies—and yet not to these plants. What’s their secret? Can they somehow be the key 
to beating back this invasion? They’d better figure it out fast, because it’s starting to rain again...

Don’t Call the Wolf by Aleksandra Ross (HarperTeen)
When the Golden Dragon descended on the forest of Kamiena, a horde of monsters followed in 
its wake. Ren, the forest’s young queen, is slowly losing her battle against them. Until she rescues 
Lukasz—the last survivor of a heroic regiment of dragon slayers—and they strike a deal. She will 
help him find his brother, who vanished into her forest… if Lukasz promises to slay the Dragon. But 
promises are all too easily broken.

Broken Strings by Eric Walters and Kathy Kacer (Puffin Canada)
It’s 2002. In the aftermath of the twin towers — and the death of her beloved grandmother — 
Shirli Berman is intent on moving forward. The best singer in her junior high, she auditions for the 
lead role in Fiddler on the Roof, but is crushed to learn that she’s been given the part of the old 
Jewish mother in the musical rather than the coveted part of the sister. But there is an upside: 
her “husband” is none other than Ben Morgan, the cutest and most popular boy in the school. 
Deciding to throw herself into the role, she rummages in her grandfather’s attic for some props. 
There, she discovers an old violin in the corner — strange, since her Zayde has never seemed 
to like music, never even going to any of her recitals. Showing it to her grandfather unleashes 
an anger in him she has never seen before, and while she is frightened of what it might mean, 
Shirli keeps trying to connect with her Zayde and discover the awful reason behind his anger. 
A long-kept family secret spills out, and Shirli learns the true power of music, both terrible and 
wonderful.

Just Lucky by Melanie Florence (Second Story Press)
Fifteen-year-old Lucky loves her grandparents. True, her grandmother forgets things, like turning 
the stove off, or Lucky’s name, but her grandfather takes such good care of them that Lucky 
doesn’t realize how bad things are . . . until she loses her grandfather and is left caring for her 
grandmother on her own. When her grandma sets the kitchen on fire, Lucky can’t hide what’s 
happening any longer, and she is sent into foster care. She quickly learns that some families are 
okay, and some aren’t. And some really, really aren’t. None of them feel like home. And they’re 
certainly not family.

Suggested Reading List
Red Maple Readers (Ages 12-14, Grades 7-8)
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The Justice Project by Michael Betcherman (Orca)
High-school football star Matt Barnes was on the top of the world until a freak snowboarding 
accident ended his promising sports career and left him with a permanent limp. As he struggles 
to accept his changed body, Matt becomes depressed and isolated. Instead of college football 
camp, he faces a summer job at the local golf club. Then by chance Matt lands an internship at the 
Justice Project, an organization that defends the wrongly convicted. The other intern is his high-
school nemesis, Sonya Livingstone, a quick-witted social activist with little time for jock culture. The 
two slowly develop a friendship as they investigate the case of Ray Richardson, who was convicted 
of murdering his parents twenty-one years ago. Matt and Sonya are soon convinced that Ray is 
innocent—but how will they prove it? Unraveling the cold case takes them on a journey filled with 
twists, turns, deception and danger. It will take dedication, perseverance and courage to unmask 
the real murderer. Can those same qualities help Matt move on to a life not defined by football?

Kings, Queens, and In-Betweens by Tanya Boteju (Simon & Schuster)
Perpetually awkward Nima Kumara-Clark is bored with her insular community of Bridgeton, in 
love with her straight girlfriend, and trying to move past her mother’s unexpected departure. 
After a bewildering encounter at a local festival, Nima finds herself suddenly immersed in the 
drag scene on the other side of town. Macho drag kings, magical queens, new love interests, 
and surprising allies propel Nima both painfully and hilariously closer to a self she never knew 
she could be—one that can confidently express and accept love. But she’ll have to learn to 
accept lost love to get there.

No One Here is Lonely by Sarah Everett (Alfred A. Knopf)
Our entire lives are online, but what if the boy you love actually lives there? For fans of Adam 
Silvera comes a story about the future of relationships. Eden has always had two loves: her best 
friend, Lacey, and her crush, Will. And then, almost simultaneously, she loses them both. Will to 
a car accident and Lacey to the inevitable growing up and growing apart. Devastated by the 
holes they have left in her life, Eden finds solace in an unlikely place. Before he died, Will set up 
an account with In Good Company, a service that uploads voices and emails and creates a 
digital companion that can be called anytime, day or night. It couldn’t come at a better time 
because, after losing Lacey–the hardest thing Eden has had to deal with–who else can she 
confide all her secrets to? Who is Eden without Lacey? As Eden falls deeper into her relationship 
with “Will,” she hardly notices as her real life blooms around her. There is a new job, new friends. 
Then there is Oliver. He’s Lacey’s twin, so has always been off-limits to her, until now. He may be 
real, but to have him, will Eden be able to say goodbye to Will?

Messenger 93 by Barbara Radecki (DCB)
“She will fall in seven days,” say the crows. “As she falls, so do we all.” Who falls? wonders M. The 
ominous, supernatural message starts M on a quest that could save more than one life. But 
what if the person in danger happens to be her nemesis? Along the way, M meets up with Gray, 
a Cree boy with his own hopes of saving a runaway Indigenous girl. As they begin a wild journey 
through the city and into the bleak northern woods, M grasps for the true meaning behind the 
crows’ messages and pushes deeper and deeper into worlds she doesn’t know or understand, 
holding fast to a questionable dream that she might be a modern-day Joan of Arc.

Suggested Reading List
Red Maple Readers (Ages 12-14, Grades 7-8)



4

Sara and the Search for Normal by Wesley King (Simon & Schuster)
Sara’s Rules to be Normal: 1. Stop taking your pills, 19. Make a friend, 137. Don’t put mayonnaise on 
peanut butter and jelly sandwiches. Sara wants one thing: to be normal. What she has instead 
are multiple diagnoses from Dr. Ring. Sara’s constant battle with False Alarm—what she calls 
panic attacks—and other episodes cause her to isolate herself. She rarely speaks, especially not 
at school, and so she doesn’t have any friends. But when she starts group therapy she meets 
someone new. Talkative and outgoing Erin doesn’t believe in “normal,” and Sara finds herself 
in unfamiliar territory: at the movies, at a birthday party, and with someone to tell about her 
crush—in short, with a friend. But there’s more to Erin than her cheerful exterior, and Sara begins 
to wonder if helping Erin will mean sacrificing their friendship.

Suggested Reading List
Red Maple Readers (Ages 12-14, Grades 7-8)

Safe Harbour by Christina Kilbourne (Dundurn)
Fourteen-year-old Harbour is living in a tent in a Toronto ravine with her dog, a two-month 
supply of canned tuna, and an eccentric reading list. She’s not homeless, she tells herself. 
She’s merely waiting for her home — a thirty-six-foot sailboat — to arrive with her father at the 
helm. Why should she worry when the clouds give her signs that assure her that she’s safe 
and protected? When her credit card gets declined, phone contact from her father stops, 
and summer slips into a frosty fall, Harbour is forced to face reality and accept the help of a 
homeless girl named Lise to survive on the streets. Lise shows Harbour how to panhandle and 
navigate the shelter system while trying to unravel Harbour’s mysterious past. But if Harbour 
tells her anything, the consequences could be catastrophic.

Once Upon An Eid Edited by S.K. Ali and Aisha Saeed (Amulet Books)
Once Upon an Eid is a collection of short stories that showcases the most brilliant Muslim voices 
writing today, all about the most joyful holiday of the year: Eid! Eid: The short, single-syllable word 
conjures up a variety of feelings and memories for Muslims. Maybe it’s waking up to the sound of 
frying samosas or the comfort of bean pie, maybe it’s the pleasure of putting on a new outfit for 
Eid prayers, or maybe it’s the gift-giving and holiday parties to come that day. Whatever it may 
be, for those who cherish this day of celebration, the emotional responses may be summed 
up in another short and sweet word: joy. The anthology will also include a poem, graphic-novel 
chapter, and spot illustrations. The full list of Once Upon an Eid contributors include: G. Willow 
Wilson (Alif the Unseen, Ms. Marvel), Hena Khan (Amina’s Voice, Under My Hijab), N. H. Senzai 
(Shooting Kabul, Escape from Aleppo), Hanna Alkaf (The Weight of Our Sky), Rukhsana Khan (Big 
Red Lollipop), Randa Abdel-Fattah (Does My Head Look Big in This?), Ashley Franklin (Not Quite 
Snow White), Jamilah Thompkins-Bigelow (Mommy’s Khimar), Candice Montgomery (Home and 
Away, By Any Means Necessary), Huda Al-Marashi (First Comes Marriage), Ayesha Mattu, Asmaa 
Hussein, and Sara Alfageeh.
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Shadow Frost by Coco Ma (Blackstone Publishing)
When Asterin Faelenhart, Princess of Axaria and heir to the throne, discovers that she may hold 
the key to defeating the mysterious demon terrorizing her kingdom, she vows not to rest until 
the beast is slain. With the help of her friends and the powers she wields — though has yet to 
fully understand — Asterin sets out to complete a single task. The task that countless, trained 
soldiers have failed. To kill it. But as they hunt for the demon, they unearth a plot to assassinate 
the Princess herself instead. Asterin and her companions begin to wonder how much of their 
lives have been lies, especially when they realize that the center of the web of deceit might very 
well be themselves. With no one else to turn to, they are forced to decide just how much they 
are willing to sacrifice to protect the only world they have ever known. That is, of course… if the 
demon doesn’t get to them first.

Suggested Reading List
Red Maple Readers (Ages 12-14, Grades 7-8)

The Silence of Bones by June Hur (Feiwel & Friends)
1800, Joseon (Korea). Homesick and orphaned sixteen-year-old Seol is living out the ancient curse: 
“May you live in interesting times.” Indentured to the police bureau, she’s been tasked with assisting 
a well-respected young inspector with the investigation into the politically charged murder of a 
noblewoman. As they delve deeper into the dead woman’s secrets, Seol forms an unlikely bond of 
friendship with the inspector. But her loyalty is tested when he becomes the prime suspect, and 
Seol may be the only one capable of discovering what truly happened on the night of the murder. 
But in a land where silence and obedience are valued above all else, curiosity can be deadly. 

The Sound of Drowning by Katherine Fleet (Page Street Publishing)
Meredith Hall has a secret. Every night she takes the ferry to meet Ben, her best friend and first 
love. Though their relationship must remain a secret, they’ve been given a second chance, and 
Mer’s determined to make it work. She lost Ben once before and discovered the awful reality: she 
doesn’t know how to be happy without him…Until Wyatt washes ashore, a brash new guy with a 
Texas twang and a personality bigger than his home state. He makes her feel reckless, excited, 
and alive in ways that cut through her perpetual gloom. The deeper they delve into each other’s 
pasts, the more Wyatt’s charms become impossible to ignore. But a storm is brewing in the 
Outer Banks. When it hits, Mer finds her heart tearing in half and her carefully constructed reality 
slipping back into the surf. As she discovers that even the most deeply buried secrets have a 
way of surfacing, she’ll have to learn that nothing is forever—especially second chances.

Thicker than Water by Natasha Deen (Orca)
Zack Bernard has a thing for crime shows, especially the forensic-investigation kind. So when his 
friend Ella goes missing, Zack can’t help piecing together what he thinks is concrete evidence 
that could lead to her whereabouts. The problem is, it’s all pointing toward his dad. He knows his 
dad is lying about not having seen Ella because Zack saw them together at the mall the day she 
disappeared. What he doesn’t know is why. With the help of his friend Ayo, Zack tries to solve the 
mystery himself to avoid having to make the terrible choice between losing someone close to 
him and betraying his family.
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Red Maple

The 2020 Committee
Met Virtually on May 29, 2020

First Row (L-R): Meredith Tutching — Director of the Forest of Reading, Bridget – Niagara Catholic District School Board (Port Colborne), 
Emil — Toronto District School Board (Toronto), Jess Longthorne — Facilitator of the Kid Committee — Red Maple

Second Row (L-R): Natalie — Toronto District School Board (Toronto), Paige — Avon Maitland District School Board (Stratford),  
Kushi — Peel District School Board (Brampton), Silas — Simcoe County District School Board (Orillia)

Third Row (L-R): Rachel — Simcoe County District School Board (Barrie), Isabella — Simcoe County District School Board  
(New Tecumseth), Victoria — Upper Grand District School Board (Mono)

Not Pictured Here: Hannah — Thames Valley District School Board (Ilderton)

About Jess Longthorne, the Kid Committee — Red Maple Facilitator:  
Teacher-Librarian, Simcoe County District School Board, Red Maple Steering and Selection Committee Member


