
	

 
Three Recipients of the 2021 OLA Library Architectural and Design 

Transformation Award Announced  
Libraries and partnering architectural firms win award through association 

 
NEWS RELEASE 

 
TORONTO, ON (July 14, 2021): Stunning architecture, connections with local histories, and 
providing communities with exciting spaces are just a few notables aspects of the recipients of 
the 2021 Ontario Library Association Library Architectural and Design Transformation Award. 
The award presentation was made at the OLA Annual Institute on the Library as Place event, 
held virtually on July 14, 2021. 

 
The OLA Library Architectural and Design Transformation Award encourages and showcases 
excellence in additions, renovations, restorations, conversion to library use, and interior 
redesign and refurnishing in the architectural design of libraries in Ontario.  
 
“Libraries are places for people to participate in programs, to study, learn and read. Now, more 
than ever, people need welcoming, inspiring and well-designed spaces,” said Shelagh Paterson, 
Executive Director of OLA. “This category challenges communities to not only think about the 
current needs of their library, but the library of the future.” 
 
The Ontario Library Association (OLA) is pleased to announce three recipients of the 2021 
Library Architectural and Design Transformation Award: 
 

University of Toronto – University College, 
Kohn Shnier + ERA Architects in Association 
From the jury: “This project is a beautiful and 
skilled renovation of a significant heritage 
building. The new elements of the library are 
considerately designed to draw on and respect 
their context in the fabric of the carefully restored 
existing building. The modern recreation of the 
mezzanine provides an opportunity to create a 
variety of new spaces that highlight elements of 
the historic fabric.” 

 
Windsor Public Library – John Muir Branch, 
studio g+G architecture 
From the jury: “The renovation of the historic fire 
hall with its glazed lantern on the hose tower and 
bay doors create a beacon and welcoming façade 
to the community. The interior of the library 
provides a spacious flexible main space that 
welcomes you to explore the surrounding semi-
private spaces and integrated restored 19th 
Century stable building. The restoration and 
linking of the two heritage buildings has created a 
contemporary branch library that welcomes its 
community.” 



	

 
Clearview Public Library – Stayner Branch, 
Lebel & Bouliane 
From the jury: 
“The seam metal cladding system deployed by the 
architects effectively integrates the exterior of the 
library with the adjacent arena and community hall 
complex. The overall form of the building subtly 
reflects the shed/barn roof typology that is native to 
the region. The sighting of the building, in 
combination with large north facing windows and 
south facing roof-top light monitors, flood the 
library’s interior with natural light.” 
 
 
 

The OLA salutes this year’s award recipients’ dedication to meeting the demand for multi-
functional library buildings that serve the needs of their communities. 
 
The OLA Library Building Award encourages and showcases excellence in the architectural 
design and planning of libraries in Ontario. The award is divided into two alternating categories 
(Library Architectural and Design Transformation and New Library Buildings). Each runs every 
three years. 
 
The call for applications for the OLA Library Building Awards, New Library Building category, will 
be open spring 2022. 

-30- 
 

About the Ontario Library Association: The Ontario Library Association (OLA) is a centre of 
excellence for the library and information sector, with 5,000 members who work in public, 
school, academic and special libraries. OLA enables members to advocate for the right of 
individuals to have free and equitable access to information. Our members research, develop 
and participate in educational programs designed to provide exemplary library services. 
Signature OLA events include the annual Super Conference and the Forest of Reading® 
program. 
 
Media Contact: Lauren Hummel, Manager, Marketing and Communications, OLA 
416.363.3388 x227, communications@accessola.com 


