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To the Legislative Assembly of Ontario,

WHEREAS school libraries play a critical role in
supporting the educational development and literacy
of students across Ontario;

WHEREAS the presence of a professional teacher-
librarian and a properly resourced school library
provides support and expertise to the entire school
community;

WHEREAS adequate funding and resources are
essential to maintaining and improving school library
services;

WHEREAS the Ministry of Education’s announcement of
the Core Education Funding model not only failed to
fully protect school Iibror?/ unding equivalent to the
provincial funding formula, but also eliminated all
protected funding and accountability measures
associated with school library staffing and resources;

WHEREAS the elimination of protected school library
funding will lead to dramatic cuts in school library
staffing and resources across Ontario;

WHEREAS the absence of these curriculum-supporting
resources will have a significant negative impact on
students’ development of critical literacy and research
skills, impeding students’ academic success, and;

WHEREAS there is a need for greater transparency and
accountability in the allocation and utilization of funds
dedicated to school libraries by Ontario school boards,

We the undersigned petition the Legislative Assembly
of Ontario to direct the Ministry of Education to:

e Protect school libraries for Ontario students by
revising the Core Education Funding model to fully
protect funding for school library staff and
resources, equivalent to the provincial funding
formula;

¢ Re-institute its policy requiring all school boards to
report annually on the allocation and expenditure of
funds specifically designated for school libraries;

e Mandate that these reports include information on
the stoffing of school libraries, ensuring that they
are staffed by professional teacher-librarians to
maximize the benefits for students; and

e Mandate that these reports be made publicl
accessible to hold school boards accountable and
allow parents, educators, and stakeholders to
understand how funds are being utilized to support
school library services.
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